PROSPERITY OF HAZRAT-I-A'LA
The liappy accounl which describes the yood events and
prosperity in the life of Hazrai-i-A'la, the possessor
of (jlory and yrcatncss, i.e., The Nazvwab Walajah
Amlntl Hind, May Allah grant stability to his
kingdom and authority by the grace and the goodwill
of the Leader of the propJicts and of his -noble and
praiseworthy family. May Allah's blessings be upon
tJicm all till the day of judgment.
By the grace of Allah, our Hazrat-i-Ala is the most blessed
of the family of Anvvariyya, the most excellent of that enligh-
tened family; the (choicest) flower in the basket of the children
of Nawwab Siraju'd-Dawla Bahadur, He was born in the town
of Shajahanabacl on Tuesday, the 14th of the glorious Shawwal
of the year 1135 A.H. (1723 A.D.); his birth shed lustre
on the world, like a bright sun, and brightened the soul and
the heart of his parents. Hin famous father chose his happy
name to be Ghulam Anbiya* (the slave of the prophets)
which in consideration of the date of his birth seemed to give
indications of divine support. The blessings of this soul-
nomishing event, granted to the whole world, the happiness
of a perennial 'Id (festival). His noble mother named him
Muhammad AH in accordance with her belief in the sect of
Ja'fariyyah and of the twelve imams. During the perform-
ance of the ceremony at the expiry of the period of weaning,
the great amirs of fame and distinguished nobles of high
rank in Shajahanabad were loaded with unexpected presents.
In his fourth year he went to Gopamaw in the company of his
mother. At the time of the performance of the happy
ceremony of bismillGhkhanli, the residents of that happy town
(1) The rite of initiation, bismillah ' pronouncing the name of Allah', is
observed when a boy reaches the age of about five years, and after this he
is sent to school.
See Herklols' Islam in India, pp. 43-47 for a detailed description of this
rite.
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